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For Lent...Take on Something
     
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on 
Ash Wednesday
 and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent is a time of repentance, 
fasting
 and preparation for the coming of Easter. 
     Lent is not in the Bible, therefore, not all Christian churches observe.  It is a church tradition that is mostly observed by Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and liturgical Protestant churches such as the Lutheran, Methodist, 
Presbyterian
 and 
Anglican
 denominations. 
     In the early church, Lent originally began as a forty-day period of preparation for baptism at Easter by new converts. Overtime, Lent is generally observed as a time for Christians to reflect, repent, and pray as a way of preparing their hearts for Easter.
 The liturgical colors change in the church during the season. 
The color for Lent is purple
. Purple represents the mourning of Christ’s death, but also Royalty. He is our King!!
    
Why forty days and not some other number?
  It is because 40 is a special number in the Bible. It signifies preparation for something special – a
s in the 40 day flood of Noah, 
Moses stayed on the Mount Sinai forty days (Ex 24:18), Jonah gives the people of Nineveh forty days to repent (Jon 3:4) – (there are many other Old Testament stories).
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Service by the Sea
Wednesday, August 1
7
th
, 6:
0
0 pm to dusk 
Ft. Smallwood
 Park – 
Cedar
 Pavilion
9500 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena
  
T
he bus will leave 
the church at 
5:45 
p
.
m.  
Please bring a covered dish
Park admission is $6.00 per car
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     We also see this with Jesus, before starting his ministry, he spent forty days in the desert in prayer and fasting (Matt 4:2). So, as in the Bible, we spend forty days in preparing ourselves to rejoice at the Resurrection of our Lord at Easter
      On the first day of Lent (Ash Wednesday), some Christians mark their foreheads with ash as a symbol of sorrow and mourning over their sin. Ash is used as a symbol of repentance; the process of turning away from sin and turning to God. 
     Lent at its core, is about strengthening our bond with God. We can do this by drawing closer to our Savior. We can linger at his feet a little longer with a prepared, focused, intentional heart.  
      Dr. Kendall K. McCabe, former Dean of Faculty at United Theological Seminary, taught me and his other students in worship class that the real spiritual discipline in Lent isn't to give up a bad habit that one shouldn't practice at any time, but to give up something good in order to receive something better.
     Instead of giving up for Lent, why don't we take on family prayer time, take on 10% of the needs of a ministry at the church,  take on the spiritual discipline of daily meditation, take on the discipline of only saying nice things about people, and take on someone’s grief. 
     Taking on leads to taking up . . . the cross.
     The whole point of a Lenten season is to lead us to the foot of the cross; to bring us to our knees in gratitude and awe at the love that flowed from the cross of Christ. The more we are able to take on during these few short weeks, the more opportunities we have to stretch our souls and experience the unpredictable winds of the Spirit, the greater the possibility that we may feel the directional breezes in our lives shift, realigning ourselves towards the Kingdom of God.
     What will you take on for these next few weeks, so that you may be ready for resurrection, the greatest event in the history of the universe, even ready for the arrival of the Kingdom of God?

                                                                                          In Christ,
                                                                                         Pastor Ken
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Youth 
News
Hello All,
*Sunday School
 is back in action for the spring!  We will meet each Sunday at 10am!  The elementary class will continue the CELEBRATE! 
Curriculum:
 learning about Jesus's love through Bible stories.  The youth class will continue its Bible Study with the Book of Joshua.
    
Special Events:
     Sunday, April 2 Palm Sunday- Easter 
Egg
 Hunt
     Sunday, April 9 Easter Sunday- No Sunday School
     Sunday, June 4 Last Sunday 
School
 Class Celebration!
*Youth Group will continue to meet on Sundays but at a new time!  4:30-6:00pm!  Please contact Holly @ 
hollynevy@gmail.com
 with any questions!
        
In Christ, 
      
Holly
)[image: ] 









Calling all Quilters

To the ladies and gentlemen of the church, if you are interested in joining our quilters we are making quilts with our overload of material for our homeless men. If you are interested in learning to quilt or learning to pin or helping out in any way we are inviting you to join us every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. in the Ward Room.  You can call or text me (Jan) on 443-995-9555


 (
Nora Dawson
12/31/22
Marilyn Belz
  1/9/23
Frieda Severe
 
1/
15
/23
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Church Refrigerator
Starting in the month of February, the refrigerator will be cleaned out on the last Thursday of every month.  If there is anything in there that you don’t want thrown out please let Debi, in the church office, know.
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Upcoming Events
February 7
th
10:00 a.m.
United Women in Faith – Social Hall
February 7
th
  7:00 p.m.
Finance Meeting – Social hall
February 7
th
  7:00 p.m.
Deborah Circle – 
Ward Room
February 8
th
10:00 a.m.
Quilter’s Meeting – Ward Room 
February 11
th
  9:00 a.m.
United Methodist Men Breakfast – Social Hall
February 14
th
10:00 a.m.
Prayer Shawl Meeting – R
oo
m #58
February 15
th
10:00 a.m.
Quilter’s Meeting – Ward Room
February 21
st
  4:30 p.m.
Shrove Pancake Supper – Social Hall
February 22
nd
10:00 a.m.
Quilter’s Meeting – Ward Room
February 22
nd
  7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Service – Sanctuary
February 25
th
  
8:00 a.m.
Potato Drop
 – Social Hall/Church Parking Lot
February 27
th
  7:00 p.m.
Administrative Meeting – Social Hall
March 1
st
10:00 a.m.
Quilter’s Meeting – Ward Room
March 7
th
10:00 a.m.
United Women in Faith – Social Hall
March 7
th
  7:00 p.m.
Deborah Circle – 
Social Hall
March 8
th
10:00 a.m.
Quilter’s Meeting – Ward Room
March 
11
th
  9:00 a.m.
United Methodist Men Breakfast – Social Hall
March 
13
th
  7:00 p.m.
SPRC Meeting – Social Hall
March 14
th
10:00 a.m.
Prayer Shawl Meeting – Room #58
March 15
th
10:00 a.m.
Quilter’s Meeting – Ward Room
March 20
th
  7:00 p.m.
Missions Meeting – Social Hall
March 22
nd
10:00 a.m.
Quilter’s Meeting – Ward Room
March 29
th
10:00 a.m.
Quilter’s Meeting – Ward Room
)





















United Methodist Men


Shrove Pancake Supper in the Social Hall, Tuesday February 21st, 4:30 – 6:30p.m.  The men of the church look forward to renewing the annual pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday.  This year’s menu will feature pancakes, blueberry pancakes, sausage, fruit cups, coffee, tea and juice.  Cost is $5 per adult and #3 per child 13 and under.  All tickets for this event will be sold at the door.  This is a wonderful opportunity to dine with the fellowship with our Christian brothers and sisters and potentially renew past acquaintances and friendships disrupted by the Covid-19 Pandemic.  To help UMM with its planning, it is requested, but not mandatory, that you let the church office know preliminary number(s) in your party that will be attending.

Potato Drop on Saturday, February 25th, beginning at 9:00a.m.  In support the church’s Missions Team, the UMM will help other adults and youth off-load and load, sort, weigh, package, and deliver potatoes to needy persons and families in the greater Glen Burnie community.  The UMM will provide donuts, coffee, and juice.  As in year’s past, more than 40 thousand pounds of potatoes will be delivered to the church parking lot by semi tractor-trailer.

UMM Prayer and Fellowship Breakfast - All interested men are invited to participate in the breakfast.  It is held on the 2nd Saturday of each month (September through May) starting at 9:00a.m.  The schedule for the remainder of this year is:

February 11
March 11
April 8
May 13


                                                                      		Thank You,
					      	        Mark E. Harris
[bookmark: _GoBack]			              President, Glen Burnie United Methodist Men

												
United Women in Faith

The United Women in Faith meet every first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. in the Social Hall from September until June.

							Thank You,
							Carol Jean Griffin




Ash Wednesday

     In Western Christianity, Ash Wednesday developed in early medieval times, in the 11th century, as a day of penitence to mark the beginning of Lent – which begins 40 days prior to Easter (Sundays are not included in the count.)   Ash Wednesday is observed by Catholics and many Protestant denominations. The Eastern Orthodox Church does not observe Ash Wednesday; instead, they observe Ash Monday (also known as Clean Monday or Green Monday) in its place. While the Bible does not mention Ash Wednesday, it does record accounts of people in the Old Testament using dust and ashes as symbols of repentance and/or mourning (2 Samuel 13:19; Esther 4:1; Job 2:8; Daniel 9:3).
     Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice of blessing ashes made from palm branches that were blessed on the previous year's Palm Sunday and placing them on the heads of participants. The words used in this act of imposition of ashes can cause our eyes to open wide, make a lump in our throat and raise goose bumps on our arms.  At least that is what happens when I hear the words: “Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.”  The words, “Repent and believe the Gospel” are also used to remind us of our sins and need for penance and reconciliation with God.
     On this day we recall our mortality and wait upon the Lord for a renewing Spirit.  This is a time for putting aside the sins and failures of the past in light of who we are yet to become by the grace of God.
      As we begin the Lenten season may this be a time to think more about what Christ’s sacrifice means for our lives.  May it be a time of spiritual discovery and a time to renew our commitment to follow Jesus.  As Lent begins, we can set specific spiritual goals we would like to reach before Easter.
     I invite you to join us on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd, for our worship service at 7:00 p.m.  My message will be “Take on Something” and the choir anthem will be “Come to the Cross”.  There will also be the imposition of ashes on our foreheads.

Pastor Ken
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Sunday, 26 Feb 2023, 1-4 pm

Kurtz's Beach
2070 Kurtz Avenue
Pasadena, MD 21122 .

Dinner Menu:

Sausage/Peppers, Chicken Tenders,
Hot Dogs, BBQ, Macaroni & Cheese,
Country Beans, Cucumber Salad,
Coleslaw, Dessert, Soda, Iced Tea
Extras:

Basket Raffle, 50/50, Wine Pull,
Sports Memorabilia, Antiques, etc.

Arundel House of Hope

TICKETS:
$45.00 IN ADVANCE

PAUL SHAFFER

e — e

Proceeds go to Support
the Homeless in our
Community
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